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Perhaps Lafcadio Hearn will not protest too much if
| paraphrase (almost word for word) from Kokoro, his
895 book of Japanese life. He explains this important
Japanese term far better than | ever could:

The entries comprising thisvolumetreat ofthe
inner rather than the outer life, — for which Brooks Jensen
reason they have been grouped under the
title Kokoro (heart). Written with the above
character, this word signifies also mind, in
the emotional sense; spirit; courage; resolve; Notes Or| Nts, Folio S, (ha D D00KS
sentiment; affection; and inner meaning, —

justas we say in English, ‘the heart of things.
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The weather worsened.
The seas rose.

The ship foundered.

All hands were [0st.




- |
= A T T
ey Ak, &
:wn'.'h.“ e
"'...“'""E{?ha-tul-h.h 1 ¥
-..:'l "‘:' . = &
I !

¥ % ! W
¥ - " My N s ) P 7 _i',r'_..'.u

T

i
I"_\.

¢

T '
2 e 1
ol i e v

i gy

L
" ALY
- o

Rk

& ﬂ' "7}" ;.'

L]
g
“

* ;
L
Ll ﬁl .?:

%, -_l-r
gl
L

A
o
o
L
-

: A A L
e L e O . e - gy !
- g "‘-:-. FP..:‘ .l-‘-..n.':"-.l . = M, g m

- T 4 o T [y s il ..
; K g 4wt Pt L1 T w10 i 'i".:-'-v' T e g
4 4 k N _ 2 ¥ ) . ! i ﬁ . .
1 =1 NN .n. LT . - : .- i } Y o 5 I . ! = BT ~ g ; = * s .q. -:I'r'--..'!‘ilﬁf,-'__..'
- : 5 LA ﬁh 'y, g Big s o Rl . . s 'ﬁ' o e B F e Py &*Eﬂ-".-'“*";:‘;""‘%
ep ] ) ! M- 5t i L il | Ty B, z : A % L . ; . ! - o i
: A _ o o o Vo 3V, i T e o S R AT B LT L i) : . e e : Ty
i . - . v ‘%‘1 4 Fis : AR 5 il S A O 3 e ; ..? . AL : t.' . N Lk § “"l-—"'h- A e : : 5,
}K‘ "-i " } -: ...\_. - .r- 1E Tl .-I"=| ! I ; - __-. : -J . 5 - ._ i - L 55 150 P , frw : " : .:" l.-T-... . F o :
=51 4"%‘:‘ b O B g T T e e g e g T
g i i & F e : , ] =
F § el i ] .. [- 7 =T _t:

&
.'-"*ﬁ“'f'

ahly
i %
e
k.

:
4
- = g s f L "
. e - .‘- f -k 1 i_u ¥ * T 3 ]
¥ : S ; %

. g e
i, ¥ R
" e I o
R A
N .
P B SR
: Vg 2 s b

iy~ A e
'-‘-.' b ’.";'",-‘1-_'.'{1_
o R

g

o

PO g

- o ey Wl T |

e . s A ol = i I § hd -'LLH.- L T
- T F e T R A e SO, L B 3:; .'"Zx_;u"a,;w‘-'&-'.'
e e I - Do

: gl o o R e s '\ .__
b N e e
£ I _l-“':'-"'t:i-.'-\-‘i"': :‘ ol . L
L BN R R, e, TRt
TR o DR AT TR
h"p-"- 3 Fg- 'f' 1: -‘.: e gt e ‘L
- N W Lk L+
kol SRV ISR PG T
iy ‘M‘-i"-.'.&-! ; l}?’i"{ i
g L RLE el S L
‘_ﬁg E AT R
Neis DM

J-.;_-\\ . _q... IHEF:# .'._J

T head ) e O,
'|,I|_r_.-",.l:.‘|I 3 L] = I-_':

M N P
e oW 2 c A VI -
L e e Y e



"R wapeg -
" - !
g L  cul J
¥ - _1'_ - -
i '\rb’_‘:;*. ] L e 1 2
-

RO

7 A i

i LE ¥

e, i A Sl -=+:m
Lo mk R E y
o+ g g 5 1 4
3 g L 1."-.

g -
-
L s
-
. .
=
.
=
%I
e 1
= &
e
L]
e |
-
5
§ R
b
-
'
.
Ll
h
¥
Ty
L3
W
L
.
|
j T
=




= ——

e s

ol G
3 e
L.-f-“-;f-u FJ"-H-”JI-

et
1.
i

Aeaaks

Y
i Rl .._".__".._..._m__l L

bl

B

&




-"'""‘-\ L bt '.: A

g = -'-". 2 "..'.I' u."’""““-' -

A

n i‘__-.-.-. _t' £ i 1:,.q#||-.{:-: Ii"h'.;-l" ~

. s “1 1. o 'I.I'l.n.‘ﬁl"_: o »
s -'-..;.:q'\- i

5 F By
':*-H.-ﬁ..- e '“_-:'ﬂ""f_.. g
af::‘i‘.“—"' T

T R T e
e L

o

f

g : ool .1
oz S .

o




On February 11, 20171n

1  the Bering Sea off the coast
S of Alaska, a Seattle-based

crabping vessel

— the Destination — went
B missing with its crew of six.
No distress call was received.




We extend our prayers and condolences
to their friends and families.
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The Shortness of Life
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You'll find no one willing to
distribute his money; but to

Now many people each of
US shares out his life!

Men are thrifty in guarding their private
property, but as soon as it comes to
wasting time, they are most extravagant
with the one commodity for which it’s

respectable to be greeqy.
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You'll hear many say:
"After my fiftieth year I
retire to a life of leisure;

my sixtieth year wil

bring release from al

my duties.”

And what quarantee,

may | ask, do you have

that your life will [ast
onger!
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10 be sure, this span
of time, which good
management prolongs
even though it natu-
rally hurries on, must
N your Case escape
you quickly; for you

fail to seize it and hold
it Dack, and you do
nothing to delay that
speediest of all things,
put you allow it to pass
as if it were something
overabundant that we
(an get back again.







Learning how to live
takes a whole lifetime,
and — you'll perhaps
De more surprised at

this — it takes a whole
ifetime to learn how
to die.
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Where Are You, Laozi?
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Wandering in China,
one expects surprises.

"ve read s0 many ancient
tales where an innocent
villager, wandering in the
mountains, unexpectedly
comes upon Confucius or
3071 and receives a bit of
ife-changing wisdom. ['ve
come to expect such en-
counters are just part of
Chinese life.
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T AR J §  Perhapsitis the lure of
{74 the anticipation of the
unexpected; pernaps it
s simply the light that
seduces my photographerss
eye. But in truth, | confess,
| wander the alleyways
noping to find Laozi.
| haven't found him yet,
put am determined to

Keep searching.
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Not For Your £yes
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We photographers are curious
people. We want to see;
we want to photograpn; we
are inquisitive and acquisitive.
We don't want to be denied.
Few things frustrate me — or
Seduce me — more than

curtain. Is it asking too much for
just a glimpse? Please!
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Notes



Lost at Sea

A friend of mine is the lost captain’s sis-
ter. | guess this made the tragedy just a
ittle closer to home.

The images are from 20-minutes of
photography while | waited for the
China Academy of Fine Art in Beijing to
open its museum doors. These images
are all of the slate tiles covering the wal
outside the museum.

had no inkling that the patterns looked
ke an angry ocean until | started pro-
cessing them back home. A great exam-
ple of the “gathering assets” strategy in
photography that leads to unexpected
results. | love creative surprises.

Tech notes: All shot using a Panasonic G/ camera with
either the Lumix 12-35mm £/2.8. All handheld.

The Shortness of Life

| stumbled across Seneca’s short essay
On the Shortness of Life and immediate-
ly wanted to use his ideas in combina-
tion with some of my images. Fallen, fal
eaves seemed the perfect answer. The
challenge for me with this project was
imiting it to just 20 images.

Tech notes: Shot with a variety of cameras and lenses, all

Panasonic, all micro 4/3. All images captured between
2009-2017.

Where Are You, Laozi?

All but one of these were shot during

a single stroll through a village near
_ishui, China during a cold, but sunny,
December day. | had stayed an extra
day for photographing after a big pho-
tography festival had ended. Unknown
to me, a couple of days earlier our group
had been taken to a spot very near here
to photograph some iconic but very
cliché boats. The photography | discov-
erd later was only a couple of streets
away in these village alleyways. I'm very
lucky | stumbled onto them — with the

aid of my very capable translator and a
compliant and patient taxi driver who
knew the neighborhoods well.

Tech notes: Photographed in 2009 using a Panasonic G1
and the Lumix 14-45mm 1/3.5-5.6 kit lens. The one ex-

ception is the vertical, arched doorway which was made
using a Panasonic G2 in 2012. All shot using a monopod.

Not For Your Eyes

've been photographing tarps and oth-
er cloth covers since my earliest days

in photography. To my knowledge, I've
never used any of these images in any
way. | just keep shooting them for rea-
sons unknown. It's nice to finally have
an idea that allows me to bring a num-
pber of them together into a unified proj-
ect,

This is a great example of “mining our
photographic archives” to see what
subconscious projects we may find
hidden in the piles and piles of images
we collect. | find this treasure hunt

a great deal of fun.

Tech notes: Photographed over five years, using four
cameras, in three countries, on two continents.
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Support the artist!

For over 30 years, Brooks has shared his photographic
lessons, failures, inspiration, creative path — and more

than a few laughs. If you've enjoyed his free Kokoro PDks
publications, or been a long-time listener to his free audio
commentaries (his weekly podcast On Photography and the
Creative Life, or his daily Here’s a Thought commentaries),
here is your chance to tell him how much you appreciate his
efforts. Support the artist!

Choose whichever level of support fits your appreciation and pocketbook. We thank you, he
thanks you, and here’s looking forward to the exciting content that is yet to come in all our
LensWork publications and media as Brooks continues exploring this creative life.

$15 Applause - Thanks!
$25 Standing Ovation - You'll receive a signed copy of Dreams of Japan
$50 Basic Support - You'll receive a thank you of a signed 6R (8-page, 6x8") chapbook, handmade and signed by the artist
$100 Essential Support - You'll receive a signed Full Quarto (16-page, 8x11") chapbook handmade and signed by the artist
$250 Sustaining Support - You'll receive a thank you of an original, signed print + wall hanger
$500 Friend of the Arts - You'll receive a thank you of a signed original print with wall hanger plus a Full Quarto chapbook

$1000 Patron of the Arts - You'll receive a special thank you of, well, you'll see!

You can donate to support Brooks' creative life using this link. Thanks!



https://shop-lenswork-com.3dcartstores.com/Thank-Brooks-by-supporting-his-art_p_1632.html

Brooks IQHSGD is a fine-art photographer, publisher, workshop
teacher, and writer. In his personal work he specializes in small prints,
handmade artist’s books, and digital media publications.

He and his wife (Maureen Gallagher) are the owners, co-founders, editors, and publishers
of the award winning LensWork, one of today’s most respected and important periodicals
in fine art photography. With subscribers in 73 countries, Brooks' impact on fine art
| photography is truly worldwide. His long-running podcasts on art and photography
| c ~ are heard over the Internet by thousands every day. All 1,000+ podcasts are available at
" LensWork Online, the LensWork membership website. LensWork Publishing is also at the
leading edge in multimedia and digital media publishing with LensWork Extended — a PDF-
based, media-rich expanded version of the magazine.

Brooks is the author of ten best-selling books about photography and creativity: Photography, Art, & Media (2016); The Cre-
ative Life in Photography (2013); Letting Go of the Camera (2004); Single Exposures (4 books in a series, random observations on
art, photography and creativity); Looking atImages (2014); Seeing in SIXES (2016); The Best of the LensWork Interviews (2016); as
well as a photography monograph, Made of Steel (2012). His next books will be Those Who Inspire Me (And Why) and Seeing
in SIXES 2017. A free, monthly PDF e-magazine of his personal work, Kokoro, is available for download.

The contents of this computer media
are copyrighted materials.

Please note that this computer file publication is a consumer product for private non-com-
mercial use only. Its contents are copyrighted in its entirety and may not be duplicated by
any means. All content is copyrighted by Brooks Jensen, his assigns or heirs, and may not be
duplicated for any purpose or by any means without their consent. All rights reserved.

Please play fair.

© 2017 Brooks Jensen
Anacortes, WA, U.S.A.

Email brooks@brooksjensenarts.com

Additional work by Brooks can be found:
WWW.Drooksjensenarts.com and www.lenswork.com



mailto:brooks%40brooksjensenarts.com?subject=Kokoro
http://www.brooksjensenarts.com
http://www.lenswork.com
http://www.lensworkonline.com
http://www.brooksjensenarts.com/kokoro/kokoro.html
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